ROSEMARY COUNTER asks the experts what’s
Jorgivable and what’s just plain rude

IS BYOB (BRING YOUR OWN
BOOZE) TACKY—OR JUST
ECONOMICAL? Depends on the
party and how much you want to
impress your guests, says Toronto-
based party planner Mona Halem of
Lady Luck Entertainment. “It’s just
[more] work for guests; they want
to go out and leave their to-do list
behind.” If you're inviting your new
gym pals over for boozy smoothies
or serving wine and cheese to col-
leagues, be a generous host, says
Kimberly Law, an etiquette consul-
tant and founder of Personal Impact
Image Management in Vancouver.
“But if it’s close friends or fam-

ily, BYOB is not a problem.” What

is tacky, however, is showing up
empty-handed—always bring a little
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something for your host. “Besides
wine, flowers, chocolates or a small
edible gift is nice,” says Law.

I JUST GOT OUT OF A LONG-
TERM RELATIONSHIP. IS
GOING DUTCH THE STANDARD
IN DATING? “Ninety-nine percent
of women aren’t cool with it on the
first three dates,” says dating expert
Christine Hart, owner of the Toronto-
based dating service Your Date
Coach. Turns out men agree. “Taking
a woman out is a very nice thing

for a guy and you should graciously
receive,” she says. But after a few
dates, you're probably in real relation-
ship territory, which means sharing
the responsibility sometimes. “Dutch
doesn’t have to be splitting bills down
the middle,” says Hart. “It could be you
pay for dinner, I pay for the movie.”

HOW CAN I ASK FOR SEPARATE
BILLS WITHOUT SOUNDING
LIKE A CHEAPSKATE? You're
dining with a friend—she has the surf
and turf, you nurse a side salad—but
when the bill comes she wants to
evenly split the tab. Do you fork up
or cheap out? “It depends how close
you are to the person,” explains Law.
If you don’t see them often and this is
the first time it’s happened, just split
it, she says. But if this is a regular
habit, lay the ground rules before

you see a menu. “Before you get to
the restaurant, say you're on a bit of
a budget, [and ask if] it would be OK
to get separate bills.” If you're too shy
to admit a lacklustre salary, suggest a
great little place you know and love—
with reasonably priced entrees.

AN OVER-POSTER IS HOGGING
MY FACEBOOK FEED. HOW CAN
I UNFRIEND THEM WITHOUT
MAKING AN ENEMY? You know
the ones: You met once, ended up
Facebook friends, but now hourly
posts about Glee are clogging up

your inbox. Can you take back your
e-friendship? Sure can, says Law. “If it's
someone you barely know, you don’t
have to have a conversation,” she says.
But if it's an actual pal or colleague,
you should offer them an explanation,
whether via quick email or face-to-face
chat. “Say you're bombarded with
online info, but you'd still appreciate
friendly phone calls,” suggests Law.
MY FRIEND IS A TEXT-AHOLIC.
HOW CAN I GET HER TO LAY
OFF WHEN WE’RE TOGETHER?
Even the tackiest technology addicts
know it’s rude to BBM when you're
supposed to be hanging out. So it’s
usually only a matter of nicely calling
them on it, says Law. “Tell them you
understand they like to text a lot, but
it’s really nice when you're together to
just focus on each other.” That should
convince her to unplug for at least a
few hours, and if not, say it again but
be firm. They may think you were just
kidding or it didn’t really bother you,
so0 use language to make it clear you
feel disrespected.

MY COLLEAGUES WANT

TO BE FACEBOOK FRIENDS;

I WANT MY PRIVATE LIFE.
WHAT TO DO? You could just
ignore it, says business etiquette >
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expert Terry Pithers of speaking and
consulting firm Style for Success in
Edmonton, but that might make for
awkward elevator rides. A better
strategy is honesty, via casual e-note.
“Just say that you try to keep your
work separate from your private life,”
explains Pithers, and then go for the
deflect: “Instead, suggest they join you
on LinkedIn.” Nothing says, “we’re
business friends” better.

HELP! MY CO-WORKER IS
PRESSURING ME FOR MY
ANNUAL REVIEW RESULTS. “If
someone asks you how your review
went, say ‘pretty good’ or ‘not bad,”
advises Pithers. Reviews are between
you and your boss, and bragging
about a glowing one—or bitching
about a scathing one—are both bad
career moves, as SOmMeone’s promo-
tion could leave the other jealous or
resentful. Blurt out the details now
and you may regret it later, he says.
CAN I ASK MY CO-WORKER
HOW MUCH THEY MAKE?
“There are certain things you don’t
ask upfront: politics, sex, money,”
says Pithers. “Asking people what
they make falls under that; it's just
bad social etiquette, and it can start
arivalry.” And if someone’s nosing
around your bottom line, use a little
bit of self-deprecating humour to
defuse the situation. “Say, ‘not enough’
or ‘never enough!”” suggests Pithers.

I HATE MY HAIRCUT; SHOULD
I STILL TIP MY HAIRSTYL-
IST? No, you shouldn’t, says Law.
“Tipping is a form of gratitude, but it
isn’t a requirement.” So if your wash
was ice-cold and you've suddenly
got bangs, by all means, skip the

tip. Even stylists agree: “I cannot
imagine tipping for a job that isn’t
well done,” says hairstylist Marc
Anthony. But don't let the tip speak
for itself, he adds; speak up if you're
anything less than thrilled. A good
stylist will fix it for you, or find
someone who will, and you may be
inclined to tip after all.

IS IT STILL BETTER TO BE
UNDERDRESSED THAN OVER-
DRESSED? The adage is officially
wrong: When it comes to dating, says
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Hart, always pick the dress over yoga
gear because “you’re overdressed,
but you're looking good.” Same goes
at the office. “If you're underdressed,
it affects your confidence,” says
Pithers. And if you show up to a party
in cargos because you didn’t get the
memo that it was cocktail attire, take
celebrity fashion stylist Phillip Bloch’s
advice: “You've got to own it,” he says,
so don'’t apologize to everyone you
meet or hide out in the corner. Next
time, be sure to inquire about dress
codes. “Never have the fear to ask,”
says Bloch. “People love to talk about
their parties.”

A CLEAVAGE-Y FRIEND SHOWS
IT ALL OFF AT WORK. SHOULD
1 SAY SOMETHING? While you're
trapped in nylons and collars, your
co-worker prances about in short
skirts and bosom-baring tops. It may
be tempting to tell her to cover up,
but this is a land mine, says Pithers.
“If you're a woman criticizing another
woman'’s clothes, they’ll look at you
all that more critically. Like, Who is
she to tell me that? Did you see what
she wore the other day?” You don’t
want to go there, so compliment her
on the day she dons a suit jacket, but
otherwise button up. As for your own
work gear, Bloch suggests you remem-
ber these big three: “Age appropriate,
office appropriate, season appropri-
ate,” he says. “A halter top in January
is just too much.”

I HATE MY BEST FRIEND’S
BOYFRIEND. DO I HAVE TO
INVITE HIM WHEN WE GO
OUT? “You might not understand
your friend’s relationship, but she’s
in it, and as a best friend, you have
to support them,” says Hart. But
while any situation with significant
others requires an invitation, “girls’
night” is a lovely loophole to have
her all to yourself.

IS IT OK TO TALK SEX—I MEAN
DETAILS—WITH FRIENDS?
There’s a little bit of a double standard
happening here—women make like
Sex and the City while similar male
disclosure is dump-worthy behaviour.
But don’t let that deter you, says
Hart. “It’s different, guy to guy; there’s
just not much interest in detail. It’s
more like, ‘Did you get laid last night?

Awesome, me too. Is that a new flat
screen?” As long as your gal pal isn't
shifting awkwardly in her seat, chat
away, says Hart. Just keep anything
too R-rated for the privacy of your
own home: “If you're in a restaurant,
that’s just tacky!”

MY BOYFRIEND DIDN’T GET
INVITED TO THE WEDDING.
CAN I RSVP FOR HIM ANYWAY?
Absolutely not, says Law, but try this:
“Say, ‘I'm dating a really great guy, and
I'm wondering if there’s room on the
guest list for me to bring him,” says
Hart. Stress that it's OK either way so
the bride doesn’t feel any pressure,
and don’t take a no to your plus-one
personally; enjoy yourself stag.

UM, THAT WAS FUN, BUT I
HAVE AN EARLY MEETING.
HOW DO I SHOW HIM THE
DOOR? The trick, says Hart, is to
mention it pre-snuggle: “Set it up,
like ‘T've had so much fun with you
tonight, but I have an early meet-
ing and I know if you stay over I'll
be distracted,” she says. And so

he knows it’s not a blow-off, Hart
suggests you add something positive
to boot, such as: “If you don’t have
plans on Saturday, I'd love it if you
stayed over then.”

HOW CAN I GET MY MAN TO
MANSCAPE? Exclaiming “You're
gross and I'm not having sex with
you!” is all wrong, says Hart. Instead,
bring it up with a sexy trip down
memory lane, such as: “Remember the
time you trimmed when we were on
vacation? That was awesome. I'd love
it if you could do it more often.” And if
he’s never trimmed at all? Mention it's
a fantasy of yours, then offer to hop in
the shower and do it for him.

I CARRY HPV—WHEN SHOULD
I TELL HIM? The experts agree
you'll want to table this before you hit
the heavy petting stage in dating. “It's
important to divulge soon, particularly
since oral sex can transmit the HPV
virus,” explains Lori Brotto, a women’s
sexual health expert at the University
of British Columbia Sexual Health Lab
in Vancouver. If you're stuck on finding
the right words, says Hart, try this: “I'm
super attracted to you and want to
have sex, but I have this and these are
the precautions we need to take.” O
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